MARSHAL  SAXE                      125
open again the day after. A victory was necessary for the actors to keep their word, and a victory was obtained !
To the love of pleasure he united a calm and profound courage : he was brave and humane. He knew how to respect the blood of his soldiers, and spared them where he could. A general officer one day showing him a post which might be useful, observed that it would not cost him more than twelve grenadiers. " Let us pass it by/' said the Marshal, " even if it were twelve lieutenant-generals I " He doubtless, by this pleasantry, did not intend to reflect upon a body of respectable officers, and who, by their services and rank, were destined to command ; he wished only to show how he valued a body of soldiers celebrated for their valour.
The night preceding the battle of Raucoux [October n, 1746], he was in his tent, plunged in profound reverie. M. Senac, who was alone with him, inquired of him the cause of his reflections. The Marshal replied to him, in the verses of Andromache,
Songe, songe, Senac, a cette nuit cruelle,
Qui fut pour tout un peuple une nuit eternelle ;
Songe aux cris des vainqueurs, songe aux cris des niourans,
Dans la flamme etouffes, sous le fer expirans.
He added a moment after, " And all these soldiers think nothing about this." A General, who during the silence of the night could thus lament over the massacres of the morrow, and reflect on the thousands who were asleep, a part of whom could only awake to die, must have been more than an ordinary man.
This man, who could melt over the fate of his soldiers, knew how to value the services of his officers, and with).
